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May 29, 10 am to Noon,  - MHNA Plant  
 Exchange, Riverside Park, Bring 
 your plants to swap. 

June 19, 7:00 pm—General Membership 
 Meeting, Social Event, at Lake Park 
 Pavilion, bring a dish to pass, MHNA 
 will provide condiments, drinks 
 plates and utensils. 

Sept 18, 7:00 pm—General Membership 
 Meeting, Jim Christenson of First 
 Weber Realty will speak on local real 
 estate issues. Find out what you 
 should be looking for as a buyer and 
 seller.  Location TBA. 

Oct 16, 7:00 pm General Membership 
 Meeting, Louis Wasserman AIA 
 speaking on bungalows and their  
 distinctive  design.  Location TBA 
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Sun. June 1, 1:00 pm—Butterfly Garden 
 Dedication. 
Sun, June 15, 2:00 pm—Sunday Walk with 
 Families. 
Sat, June 21, 10 am, 12 pm, 2 pm, 4 pm—
 Solstice Canoe Trips. 
Sat, June 21, 7:30 pm, Solstice Celebration 

 For information on additional activi-
 ties call (414) 964 - 8505. 
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Sun. June 8, 1 to 3  pm—Tour of Lake Park 
 Trees. 
Thurs, June 26, 7 to 8:30 pm—Planting a  
 Butterfly Garden. 
Mon, June 30, 6:30 pm—Musical Mondays 
 Begin, series of concerts begins with 
 Bach Babies.  For information on  
 additional activities call: 
 (414) 962 - 1680. 
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It's spring and the rakes and bags of lawn 
seed and fertilizer are appearing all over 
(well, maybe not "all" over).  Let's talk about 
lawns...that piece of land between the street 
curb and the sidewalk, the sidewalk to the 
house, on the sides of the house, and the back 
yard.  You know...the reason for commercials 
about Turf Builders, dandelion and crab grass 
control, and those fun-looking rider lawn 
mowers that would cut an entire city block in 
one-half hour. 
 
Lawns are for several things.  For bare feet to 
feel cool blades of grass, and not the shat-
tered glass of broken beer bottles.  For wild 
violets to bloom, and not cigarette butts. For 
flower gardens, and not Wendy's wrappers, 
beer cans or caps, empty cigarette packs, 
Sentry cups, condoms, (both used or un-
used)...the list can go on and on.  Most im-
portantly, lawns are for connecting 

neighbors.  Now is the time that we see peo-
ple emerge from doors and sit on porches or 
lawn chairs.  Now is the time to send a 
"hello" across the lawn and to exchange 
names and pleasantries (and maybe a beer).  
Now is the time to get to know your 
neighbors ... and offer to loan a rake and a 
hand , to offer some flower plants or seeds, 
and to offer some good will.  Let us take back 
our sidewalks and be neighbors 
 
Kay Baldwin, MHNA President 
 
P.S.   WANTED:  

Help with formulating guidelines and sugges-
tions on how to have a responsible, fun party. 

Upperclassmen...any tips for the freshmen 
moving in next to you?  Email suggestions to 
kaydickba@yahoo.com 
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The MHNA Adopt-A-block program needs "parents” to 
adopt their block. We are especially in need of those who 
would like to adopt one of the blocks south of Newberry.  
All it takes is about 20 minutes twice a month.  MHNA 
will supply you with a lifter pick up tool and some simple 
coaching.  We have 17 blocks adopted already!  You get 
some exercise, a chance to meet interesting people who 
will actually thank you for your efforts, and you may find 
items of value!  One “parent” recently found $20, and an-
other has found jewelry although I am personally only up 
to $1.14, a flashlight and an expensive pen.  Contact me at 
mcolli@execpc.com and I will provide you with adoption 
papers and a litter stick.  It is a good way to contribute to 
your community.  
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Look for new plants on Oakland Avenue's light poles this 
summer, provided by the Oakland Avenue BID Board.  
The Oakland Ave. BID Board is a business organization 
with a budget of $50,000 from incremental tax assessments 
to help them improve the looks and atmosphere of the Oak-
land Ave. Business District on Oakland from Newberry to 
Linnwood. They also deal with matters regarding parking, 
street and sidewalk conditions, street lighting, trash, graffiti 
and more. The BID Board has spent a great deal of effort 
and decision-making regarding the choices for designs, 
style and quality of the hanging plants that will be going 
up. I’m sure we will all appreciate their efforts.  

Once again this spring, we will be treated to the festive 
window box arrangements created by the businesses on 
Downer Ave. This idea was the brainstorm of Yvette 
Livingston, owner of the specialty gift and tea shop, fit-
tingly named The Windowbox.  Her fellow business own-
ers on Downer Ave. have followed suit to design a wonder-
ful array of flowers to delight us as we pass by. The beauti-
fication process will be a continued effort.  Also new to 
Downer Avenue are the historic harp lights. 
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The Uniform Parking Regulations proposal has been as-
signed to a new Eastside Transportation Management As-
sociation committee for further discussion. Hopefully it 
will not take another four years. 

State Assemblyman Jon Richards and Senator Alberta Dar-
ling have co-sponsored Residential Parking Permit legisla-
tion.  The bill has been introduced to both State legislative 
bodies and has been assigned to the Urban and Local Af-
fairs committee in the Assembly.  UWM’s position is to 
“provide information only”, a change from voicing support 
for the bill.  The RPP legislation would allow Milwaukee 
to grant residential parking permits.  The specifics of a 
RPP program would still need to be formulated and voted 
on by the Common Council. 

MHNA has a new committee which has met twice and will 
meet next in June.  This is a committee of landlords (small 
to large) who gather to discuss common issues and con-
cerns and possible formation of a landlord compact for the 
MHNA area.  Any landlord who is interested in more in-
formation can contact Kay Baldwin. 

The University Neighborhood Strategy and Vision Study 
will have its final report out in June.  The listings of priori-
tized strategies and suggested institutions/organizations to 
implement the strategies were presented to the Technical 
and Citizens Advisory committees in April.  Part of the 
recommendations was for the University Neighborhood 
Associations (UNA) to become the steering organization 
for implementation.  UNA would expand from the repre-
sentatives from the four neighborhood associations around 
the university and UWM to include city, county, and state 
representatives.    

Sat. 10am -2pm. June 7th through Oct. 14th. Corner of 
Oakland and E. North Ave. on E. Kenilworth Pl. East Side 
Business Improvement District. (414) 906-8975 or  
esidebid@milwpc.com, www.TheEastSide.org  
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286-2268     Department of Neighborhood Services 

Provides assistance for tenants who have problems with 
landlords about housing conditions and rent; for reporting 
cars illegally parked on lawns, and garbage on the prop-
erty; for reporting deteriorating conditions of a property. 
  

933-4444     Milwaukee Police Dept.   (nonemergency) 

 To report suspicious behaviors, noise disturbances, disor-
derly conduct, etc. 

This number connects you with a the central dispatch cen-
ter.  Squad cars are dispatched only through this contact 
and the contact is recorded.  If you are not satisfied with 
the telecommunicator’s response, ask for name and num-
ber, and then to speak to his/her supervisor. 
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After much design time our neighborhood Sentry will soon 
begin renovations and grow into the former Ben Franklin.   
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Every dog’s dream: a safe, legal place to freely run off-
leash and play!  A newly formed group, Residents for Off-
Leash Milwaukee Parks for Dogs, a.k.a. ROMP for Dogs, 
hopes to accomplish just that.  ROMP’s mission is to estab-
lish and maintain off-leash dog exercise areas in Milwau-
kee County, through community and municipal partner-
ships, where dogs can exercise in safe, clean environments 
viewed as valuable assets within the community.   
 
The group identified a large need for a new dog park near 
the city’s east side and is actively working with representa-
tives from the Milwaukee County Parks department to pur-
sue three possible sites.  Two sites are located near the 
city’s east side  - on the east side of the riverbank below 
Riverside Park between North Ave. and Locust Street and a 
site within Lincoln Park.  The third site is located within 
Warnimont Park near Cudahy on the city’s southeast side 
off of College Ave.   
 
Since the county will only provide ROMP with the land, 
the group needs the help of individuals, businesses, and 
other community organizations to fund and maintain any 
new dog parks.  For information about donating, member-
ship, or volunteering, visit the group’s web site at http://
www.romp4dogs.org, email info@romp4dogs.org, or call 
414-769-8806.  
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Our modest little organization has had very good atten-
dance for the most part at our monthly general member-
ship meetings with around 30 people coming to listen to 
the news of the neighborhood.  Here is what has happened 
since the beginning of the year just in case you have not 
been able to attend a meeting. 

We had a presentation on the revised City Zoning code by 
Mr. John Hyslop of the Milwaukee Department of 
Neighborhood Services explaining how the code works 
and why it was changed for the better.  This was immedi-
ately followed that same evening by Mr. Jim Walrath on 
the Eastside Transportation Management Association’s 
effort to simplify the parking regulations.  If some of those 
homeowners east of UWM had attended meetings like ours 
maybe we would have some action by the City Council to 
make parking easier for students and those who live in the 
neighborhood. 

On the political front we have had several presentations by 
our City Council member, Mr. Mike D’Amato, and 
County Supervisor, Mr. Gerry Broderick on what actions 
their respective jurisdictions are taking that affect us.  
They have kept us informed on efforts to control liquor 
licenses in the neighborhood, plans for the lakefront, street 
sweeping and neighborhood policing efforts, traffic and 
parking regulations, and progress on other quality of life 
issues that affect all of us who choose to make the east side 
our home. 

There have been lively discussions on the current and fu-
ture plans for MHNA, as in February when the board ac-
tively sought out direction and comments from the mem-
bership on what we should be doing to serve the neighbor-
hood and members better. 

The point is you can read about what is going on around 
you and not be able to do much about it, or you can spend 
an hour and a half with your neighbors and elected offi-
cials once a month and participate in grass-roots democ-
racy and have an effect on your surroundings.  See you 
soon.  See the Schedule of Events on page 1 for upcoming 
gatherings. 
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The State Senate Finance Committee will soon be debating 
shared revenue to cities, and our Alderman, Mr. Mike 
D’Amato wants to remind us to contact Sen. Alberta Dar-
ling (sen.darling@legis.state.wi.us, (608) 266-5830), who 
sits on the Committee and represents northern MHNA con-
stituents, of the importance of maintaining these funds. 
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Parking News — The Residential Parking Permit Bill 
is moving along in the legislature thanks to the effort of 
Sen. Jon Richards, with committee hearing in late May.  
This bill a first step and just allows the City of Milwaukee 
to develop their own residential permit system.  Please 
show your support and write or e-mail Rep. Richards at 
(608) 266-0650, rep.richards@legis.state.wi.us. 

Nancy Jaeger (l) and Lisa Kaneazny (r) got great replace-
ments for the plants they brought to the last neighborhood 
plant exchange. 
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 MHNA has assembled a folder of brochures and informa-
tion sheets designed to help tenants and homeowners become 
more informed about living in our neighborhood.  Topics 
include daytime parking permit application procedures, city 
department telephone numbers, sanitation regulations, ten-
ants’ and landlords’ rights and responsibilities, etc.  This 
packet can be used by our members as they introduce them-
selves to others on their block.  For more information call 
Shirley at 414-332-9869, or Dick at 414-332-8979. 
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Neighborhood Business Spotlight 

Somewhat hidden behind the storefront at 2458 N. Murray 
Ave. is Murray Hill Pottery Works, a unique, interactive 
ceramic studio specializing in decorative and functional 
ceramic art for sale and classes for adults and children. 
Owner Geralyn Flick is a former Murray Hill resident and 
says that she maintains her business here because she loves 
the neighborhood and feels a connection that is reflected in 
her art. She believes in the functionality of art and most of 
the pieces in the studio are meant to be used. In addition to 
Geralyn’s own work, the gallery displays works by over 20 
ceramic artists, mostly from the Wisconsin area. The studio 
is run entirely by dedicated volunteers and also has a one-
year artist in residence program offering the artist rent-free 
living in exchange for assisting at the studio. 

Each year, local artists at 
Murray Hill Pottery Works 
participate in Bowl-A-Thon, 
donating 500 hand made 
bowls to be used to serve 
soup at area meal programs. 
Other events include a holi-
day sale on the weekend after 
Thanksgiving and classes 
throughout the year. Pieces 
are available to purchase at 
the Open Market Farmer’s 
Market on Kenilworth Ave. 
The studio is open Tues. —Fri. 
2 pm — 9 pm, Sat. 10 am —4 
pm and Sun. 12 pm —4 pm. 
Stop in to this quaint and 
eclectic studio that is reflec-
tive of the wealth of talent 
here in Murray Hill 
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 The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association serves a 58 
block area from Hartford Ave. to Bradford Ave., and Oak-
land Ave. to Downer Ave.  There are 119 members and 81 
households.  Membership is open to all residents, property 
owners, and businesses.  General membership meetings are 
held the third Thursday of the month from 7:00 to 8:30 PM 
at Riverside High School cafeteria (entrance No. 5 and 
down the stairs).  To find out more about us or to share with 
us your interests and concerns, attend one of our meetings, 
or contact:  Shirley Conlon 332-9869 or Kay Baldwin 332-
8979 

�;BCC����;BCC����;BCC����;BCC���Did you Notice the banner with our new logo.  Many 
thanks to Mike Broderick  who helped with the design.  Mr. 
Broderick, an east side resident since 1976 and MPS art 
teacher at  the School for the Arts,  created the logo by com-
bining several ideas presented to the officers.  We certainly 
hope that this image will grow in recognition over the years 
as a small tribute to Mr. Broderick. 

Spring Cleaning with MHNA Adopt-A-Block “parents” 
Shirley Conlon (l) and Jane Pelton (r)   


