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Nothing like having a soggy spring and, 
so far, a “fallish” summer.  Since the MHNA 
Spring Plant Exchange eventually was rained 
out, another one is scheduled for the fall. 
  

Check out the new Eco – playground at 
Riverside Park.  It even has a “spider” in its 
midst.  The neighborhood organizations are 
being asked to become stewards by volunteer-
ing to help organize cleaning and upkeep of 
the playground.  Mary Ellen Shea, from Cam-
bridge Woods Neighborhood Association, is 
leading this initiative.  We need representation 
from MHNA.  Please call Mary Ellen at 906-
9550 or shea_maryellen@hotmail.com to lend 
a hand.   

Now is the time to go over to meet your 
new (and old) neighbors, no matter their age  
The annual changeover of rental units began 
in June and will peak in August.  Many of 
these renters have never lived in a city, and 
could use some friendly advice and support.  
MHNA has “Welcome to the Neighborhood” 
packets available with information about day/
night parking permits, garbage removal/
recycling, noise and other ordinances, the 
street sweeping program, parks in the area, 
and lots more.  Meet your neighbors, ex-
change phone numbers (for safety’s sake), 
discuss our Neighborhood Standards, and 
enjoy the summer and the diversity that 
makes Murray Hill Neighborhood an interest-
ing place to live. 
  
Kay Baldwin 
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July 23 Friday,  Art Opening at Roast 
(corner of Maryland Ave. and Locust St.) 
7:00 – 10:00 p.m.  New artist, food, wine, and 
music. 
  
July 24, Saturday  Downer Ave. Bike Race 
and Festival  1:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. 
Bike race, music, food, and more…..Hosted by 
Downer Avenue Merchants. 
  
Saturdays Ongoing: East Side Open Market    
10:00a.m. – 2:00p.m.  Beans and Barley Park-
ing Lot.   Organic Produce, flowers, Arts and 
Crafts, Knives Sharpening and live music. 
  
Sundays June 6 – September 26  Café Sopra 
Mare in the Mercury Courtyard of the Villa 
Terrace Arts Museum.  Open 10a.m. to 1p.m.  
Live music from 10:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.  Re-
freshments, herbs, plants, flowers, and produce 
are available for purchase. Admission is free. 

Mondays July 5 to August 23   Musical Mon-
days at Lake Park   6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Lake 
Park picnic area #3, south of the playground.  
Rain site behind pavilion at top of Grand Stair-
case.  For further information call 962-1680 or 
964-0389.  Free concerts. 
 
August 28, Saturday, Gil Fest, Downer and 
Belleview 
 
Next Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
membership meeting will be Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15th (third Wednesday of the month) at 
7:00 p.m.  Location is at the Lake Park pavilion 
community room (lower level).  Slate of offi-
cers will be presented.  Guest speaker will be 
Alderman Michael D’Amato. 
 
The Lake Park People are planning a fund-
raiser to take place on September 11.  There 
will be a bike ride (possibly over the Hoan 
bridge!),  maybe a Picnic and Bonfire, certainly 
a lot of fun.  Call Lu Bence for up-to-the-minute 
information at 273-7275. 
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We are saddened by the loss of David Schwartz, 
owner of Harry W. Schwartz Bookshops.  As president of 
the Downer Avenue Merchant's Association, he was com-
mitted to enhancing a sense of community in our neighbor-
hood.  His leadership will be greatly missed.    

At the June meeting of the Downer Avenue mer-
chants, he was fondly remembered by everyone, including 
Alderman D'Amato who presented a plaque on behalf of 
the Common Council recognizing his achievements.  The 
placement of his pot of tea and cup at the head of the meet-
ing table symbolized that his presence and impact will live 
on. 

When David won the Bookseller of the Year award 
this year Mary McCarthy had to accept for him.  He told 
her, he didn’t care who she thanked as long as she thanked 
the people and readers of Milwaukee.  David always be-
lieved his success was due to the unique people he served, 
especially in the neighborhoods like Murray Hill. 
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We are looking for gardeners who would like to par-
ticipate in a tour of neighborhood gardens on Saturday, 
July 31st.  We know there are many of you out there be-
cause we admire many gardens from the curbside.  

Please contact Janis Ramos at 963-0498 or e-mail at 
totyramos@att.net if you wish to participate.  
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Have you or your neighbors recently improved the 
exterior of a property?  Let us know and MHNA will rec-
ognize these positive efforts.   

If you know someone who is deserving of such a let-
ter, contact Kay at 332-8979 or kaydick@hotmail.com with 
names and addresses. 
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Most of us are familiar with the term “trash talk” as 
used in sports to describe the taunts athletes trade. A dif-
ferent type of trash talk is what the trash that litters our 
landscape tells us about the people who throw it there. 
Who are the people who litter?  What gives them permis-
sion to treat our neighborhoods as if they were their own 
personal trash bins? I am very curious about those ques-
tions, although I must confess I don’t begin to have the 
answers. 

I am rather intimately acquainted with the trash 
thrown around on the 2900 block of N. Cramer St. because 
that is the block I’ve adopted. I am one of the volunteers in 
the Murray Hill trash brigade. *  A number of people from 
the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association have agreed to 
pick up the trash on their blocks at least twice per month 
with a special long-handled trash grabber supplied by 
MHNA. This experience has been more informative than 
ever I could have imagined. Were I a trained professional 
of some sort, say perhaps an urban anthropologist, or a 
business market analyst, no doubt I would be able to glean 
useful information from the trash. Alas, I can offer only a 
layman’s observations about what the trash can tell us. 

Our neighborhood litterbugs drink lots and lots of beer 
in cans and in bottles. They love to smash the bottles on 
the sidewalks leaving a hazardous path for all but espe-
cially for kids and pets. The cartons and cans litter the 
lawns, streets and sidewalks. Hard liquor is another favor-
ite beverage, with vodka and Jim Beam being popular. 

Certainly these litterbugs do not have very discerning palates 
since the containers they leave behind are often plastic with 
twist-off caps. 

No gourmets or health fanatics, these litterbugs. They 
enjoy fare from McDonald’s, Burger King, Oakland Gyros, 
various pizza and sub shops and the newly popular Culver’s. 
Numerous wrappers from sugary snacks such as candy bars, 
Little Debbie cakes and that ilk have me worried about their 
cholesterol, blood sugar levels, and dental health.  Their 
lungs are not in much better shape, to judge from the number 
of cigarette filters, packages, and disposable lighters dotting 
the landscape.   

A rather remarkably large quantity of clothing is either 
lost or disposed of, thus littering our streets with socks, 
shoes, shirts, bras and, on one occasion, a pair of black thong 
panties.   

I have to wonder if these litterbugs were the sort of kids 
who always had someone else to pick up after them. Who-
ever these litterbugs are, clearly they do not respect the envi-
ronment or the people who must live amidst their trash. 

*Perhaps if you have seen people out picking up the 
trash in the Murray Hill area you assumed this was a job 
only for convicted felons completing the community service 
portion of their sentences. But, no, no, you, too, can become 
part of the trash brigade without needing to first commit a 
crime. To volunteer contact Shirley Conlon at scon-
lon@wi.rr.com (3232-9869) @mcolli@execpc.com  or Jayne 
Pelton at gpelton@milwpc.com 
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A special UNA meeting was held on Thursday, May 
27th, at which consultants from Hammel, Green, and Abra-
hamson (HGA) presented their initial feasibility study re-
garding UWM’s potential acquisition and occupation of 
Columbia Hospital campus.  UWM’s interest is based on 
its current needs/desires:  academic expansion and Student 
Services consolidation, new student housing, and off-street 
parking.  

 Neighborhood residents voiced concerns about an 
increase in noise, traffic, and parking problems.  Residents 
of Mariner’s Neighborhood Association stated that a 
buffer would be needed and traffic patterns changed.  Ideas 
expressed were that parking be used for faculty/staff only; 
dorms be used for non-traditional students (graduate and 
international students); a capping of enrollment of tradi-
tional students; focus on satellite parking and campuses; 
and that the Urban mission for UWM is not to bring every-
one to the East Side.  UNA will be addressing this issue 
with input from residents.  UNA will also be presenting a 
status report about the strategies that have been addressed 
during the past year to the City Plan Commission in Sep-
tember. 

One of the ongoing efforts of MHNA is the housing sur-
vey. This is a sidewalk survey of the street side facade of all 
buildings in our 58 block area.  The maintenance problems 
include peeling paint, stucco defects, broken windows and 
defective porches at steps.  Advisory notices were sent to 
building owners by the Department of Neighborhood Services.  
A few properties with more substantial maintenance needs 
were referred to the local DNS housing inspector for code en-
forcement.  In the fall, a re-inspection will occur to determine 
compliance or the need for further action. 

Compared to last year's survey, fewer buildings needed 
repairs and fewer buildings were referred for code enforce-
ment.  In short, the process works! 

A special thanks goes out to all the building owners who 
take pride in their properties. 
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· The City and the Oakland Ave. merchants have been 
discussing how to slow down traffic on Oakland Ave. 
from North Ave. to Edgewood Ave.  Proposed is a 
narrowing of Oakland Ave. by adding a bike lane on 
both sides of the street, making Oakland Ave. one lane 
per direction except at the intersection of Locust St. 
and Oakland Ave.  There left-turn-only lanes would be 
present.  Mid-block pedestrians crossings on Oakland 
Ave. would be brightly painted at Newberry Blvd. and 
at Sentry.  You can contact Alderman Mike D’Amato 
at 286-2221 with feedback or questions. 

· UWM has named its first woman Police Chief:  Pam-
ela Hoderman, a 30 year UWM Police Department 
veteran.  She is highly qualified and has plans to estab-
lish a bicycle patrol, a coordinated community re-
sponse team to address violence against women on 
campus, and an alcohol diversion program for under-
age students.  

· Volunteers are needed for the Downer Avenue Bike 
Race and festival for food servers, bartenders and 
cleanup.  The race is on Saturday, July 24th.  Volunteer 
opportunities are for two-hour periods between 1:00 
p.m. and 12:00 a.m.  Contact Lynn Hartwig at 963-
0555 or Tom Vaughn at 332-0880 to sign up. 

· The City has a new ordinance that makes it a violation 
for landlords to offer to rent to groups of four or more 
unrelated residents without first having a rooming 
house license.  This will allow city inspectors to con-
duct sting-style operations around college campuses 

A PART OF OUR
COMMUNITY

Susan McCabe
Call for all your real estate needs:

Office: (262) 241-3300 x1555  •  Cell:(414) 322-6526
www .firstweber.com
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 MHNA has assembled a folder of brochures and infor-
mation sheets designed to help tenants and homeowners 
become more informed about living in our neighborhood.  
Topics include daytime parking permit application proce-
dures, city department telephone numbers, sanitation regu-
lations, tenants’ and landlords’ rights and responsibilities, 
etc.  This packet can be used by our members as they in-
troduce themselves to others on their block.  For more in-
formation call Shirley at 332-9869, or Dick at 332-8979. 
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 The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association serves a 58 block 
area from Hartford Ave. to Bradford Ave., and Oakland Ave. to 
Downer Ave.  Membership is open to all residents, property own-
ers, and businesses.  General membership meetings are held the 
third Thursday of the month from 7:00 to 8:30 PM at Lake Park 
Pavilion (below Lake Park Bistro).  To find out more about us or 
to share with us your interests and concerns, attend one of our 
meetings, or contact:  Shirley Conlon 332-9869 or Kay Baldwin 
332-8979 

STREET CLEANING PROGRAM:  Remember to move 
your car on the 1st and 3rd Friday between 8 a.m. and 2 
p.m. from April 1st to December 1st if you live in the area 
between Maryland Ave. and the Milwaukee River and 
from Edgewood Ave. to Park Pl.  Look for the Parking 
sign on your block to learn whether your side of the street 
is the 1st or 3rd Friday.  The City will have cars towed so 
that the streets can be swept and debris can be kept out of 
the sewerage system. 

FIREWORKS ARE ILLEGAL IN MILWAUKEE 
COUNTY AND POLICE WILL BE NOTIFIED. 

RESIDENTIAL PARKING privileges for contractors and 
repair men are available on a daily basis.  This allows 
workmen’s vehicles to park on the street in excess of 
posted limited hours.  Property owners need to call 286-
8300 at least 24 hours prior to the time a clearly identifi-
able service vehicle would be parked. 

The grill is packed up for your holiday weekend cookout 
but something's missing. Oh, yeah! Fresh, EAST SIDE 
OPEN MARKET vegetables! Go and check out the fresh-
est produce from Plowshare Community Farm, Growing 
Power, Scotch 
Hill Farms, Red Hawk Nursery, Tony Moua, and more! 

GO! to the East Side Open Market, Beans and Barley 
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Eastside Transportation Management Association is 

redrafting the Residential Parking Permit legislation with the 
hope of getting it passed in the next session.  With this in 
hand it is hoped that the Eastside can also then petition the 
City and get the Uniform Parking Policy enacted to provide 
greater parking opportunities for residents and fairer parking  
regulations for commuters to the Eastside. 


