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Six years ago Murray Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation was just a concept.  In 2000 the ini-
tial MHNA members struggled with putting 
together an organization and dealing with the 
Quality of Life and safety issues that were so 
severe that the City’s Police and Fire Commis-
sion became involved. MHNA took shape, 
striving to develop and enhance a sense of 
community and to break down the door of 
non-communication with UWM.  We wanted 
to develop an ongoing dialogue with the resi-
dents, the University and the City, and to find 
and implement solutions to our neighborhood 
problems.  Sometimes it may have seemed 
that we got side-tracked when the minority of 

young adults’ behaviors vs. neighborhood 
conflict became so intense or the media 
played the conflict for all it was worth. In 
spite of this, MHNA’s goal has not changed: 
To see all our residents live in respectful har-
mony with one another. 

It takes team work and honest, open commu-
nication with a commitment to getting things 
done.  Team members have stepped up to the 
plate:  Four neighborhood associations are 
now in communication with each other, the 
University, the City’s Police Department, 
departments and elected officials of the City, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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MHNA Meetings:   
Urban Ecology Center, 1500 E. Place Park 

uec@ urbanecologycenter.org 

March 22—Jacob Corr—Community 
Prosecutor for MPD District 5 will 
speak on the resources and interven-
tions he can bring to our problems as 
a City District Attorney.  

April 26— Russell Knetzger, has worked 
for many years protecting private own-
ership of housing as the Columbia 
Hospital and UW-M have tried to pur-
chase housing for expansion of their 
campuses.  Hear about his “Owner-
Occupancy Deed Restriction Program 
as a way to save the neighborhood. 

May 24 —  A representative of the UWM 
Neighborhood Housing Office will dis-
cuss the challenges the University 
faces in trying to bring students and 
landlords together and make both 
aware of their responsibilities. 

 

 

June 28—6:30 pm Annual Membership 
Social—Recap of year’s events before 
our Summer hiatus.  Bring your own 
picnic meal and a dessert dish to pass, 
MHNA will supply drinks dishes and 
utensils. 

 _______________________ 

Eastside Transportation  
Management Assoc. Meetings 

Come see, hear, and participate  on park-
ing and transportation issues affecting the 
East Side  

First Tuesday of Month at 8:00 am to 9:30 
am at Lake Park Pavilion 
___________________________ 

Urban Ecology Center Events: 

March 26 Easter Egg Hunt 9:00 am, “Eco 
party for Kids at 10:00 to Noon 
___________________________ 

Milwaukee Police Department Crime 
Prevention Conference, April 2, 9:00 
am to 1:00 pm, Police Academy, 6680 N. 
Teutonia—See article inside 
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As Winter passes and the thought of getting out and doing 
new things or even old hobbies takes hold , Murray Hill 
would like to offer you an opportunity to share your passion 
or desires with others, via Murray Hill Interest Groups. 

Julie Knox has agreed to be  the Interest Group Coordinator 
to see if we can get neighbors with like interests together to 
discuss gardening, cooking, travel, whatever! 

Contact Julie at 961-1995, or julie0521@earthlink.net, with 
your interests. Who knows, you might just live down the 
street from a world class chef, or someone who has traveled 
to where you have always want to go. 
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Progress reports were mixed at the UNA meeting on Feb-
ruary 10, 2005.  The Student Off-Campus Misconduct 
policy has been drafted by a campus committee and is now 
under review by the students.  No action will be possible in 
the near future since the policy also needs to be approved 
by the Board of Regents.  Other communities with UW 
campuses have contacted Department of Neighborhood 
Services, stating their support.  Alderman Mike D’Amato 
and the Neighborhood Associations have requested a 
meeting with the Board of Regents in June, 2005.   

The Department of Neighborhood Services continues to 
aggressively enforce City codes on noise, litter/garbage, 
occupancy, snow shoveling, and zoning.   

UWM will fund overtime for two Milwaukee Police offi-
cers starting April 14th through the end of the spring se-
mester.  Milwaukee Police will continue to be vigilant 
regarding illegal taverns and vandalism in the area around 
campus.   

The UWM Alcohol and Drug Abuse Task Force has 
started two new alcohol awareness programs; one in the 
dorms and one on campus.  During the Spring semester 
five campus social activities are planned from monies pro-
vided by an Andretti Foundation grant and the Student 
Association. 

An Enrollment Task Force has been established to review 
both quantity and mixture of the student body. The 
Neighborhood Associations state that a cap in undergradu-
ate enrollment in necessary to stabilize the neighborhoods.  
To the dismay of the Neighborhood Associations UWM 
has chosen to fund a neighborhood marketing brochure for 
faculty and staff, instead of locating funding for a Walk-to-
Work program.   

Chancellor Santiago will initiate a Student Housing Master 

Plan, and representatives from the four Neighborhood Asso-
ciations have been invited to participate on the UWM’s Stu-
dent Housing committee.  This is the first time that residents 
have been asked to be on a UWM committee.   

The remodeling of the Kenilworth Building is to be com-
pleted by Fall of 2006 with room for 372 graduate and non-
traditional students.  The Water Tower Landmark Trust Asso-
ciation was very instrumental in negotiating with UWM 
about the Kenilworth Building on the part of the neighbor-
hoods.   

As part of the State’s mandated Smart Growth program, the 
northeast side of Milwaukee (including the Upper East Side) 
will be one of the next Neighborhood Plans to be organized.  
On April 18, 2005 UNA will present to the City Planning 
Commission at an open-hearing a progress report on the 
status of the strategies from the Partnership for Change 
Study. 
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On Saturday , April 2nd from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm the Mil-
waukee Police Department will hold its first ever Crime Pre-
vention Conference with workshops and exhibitors to instruct 
citizens, community leaders, Block-Watch captains and busi-
ness leaders on crime prevention techniques for their 
neighborhoods and businesses.  

Workshops will include presentations on Auto Theft Preven-
tion, Money Scams, Block-Watch Fundamentals, Sex Of-
fender Notification, Domestic Violence Prevention and much 
more. 

Mayor Tom Barrett and Chef Nannette Hegerty will welcome 
the attendees and additional resources and information will 
be available from the exhibitors which include representa-
tives of the Department of Neighborhood Services, Wiscon-
sin Burglar and Fire Alarm Association and the Department 
of Parole and Probation. 

Pre-registration is requested and additional information can 
be obtained by calling: 414-935-7905 
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Easter egg decorators, fillers and hiders for 
Saturday, March 26 at the Urban Ecology 
Center from 9:00 to 10:00 am.   Call  
Geralyn Flint, Murray Hill Pottery Works 
at:  332-8828. 
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A PART OF OUR
COMMUNITY

Susan McCabe
Call for all your real estate needs:

Office: (262) 241-3300 x1555  •  Cell:(414) 322-6526
www .firstweber.com

Only a small sign on the duplex housing the Milwaukee Zen 
Center distinguished it from its residential neighbors.  The 
center's resident priest, Tonen O'Connor, sat down with me 
in mid-February to talk about her transition from managing 
director of the Milwaukee Repertory Theater to Zen Bud-
dhist priest, her work with offenders in Wisconsin state 
prisons, and the center itself. 

Reverend O'Connor came to the Milwaukee area in 1974 
from Cincinnati, Ohio to work at the Rep.  She was instru-
mental in the development of the theater district downtown, 
including the conversion of power plant site to the present 
day Rep.  The process took 8 years.   She retired from the 
Rep in 1997, 3 years after her ordination as a Zen Buddhist 
priest.  Reverend O'Connor stated her interest in Buddhism 
had grown over the years after "stumbling into it" in 1982. 
She was going back and forth to Japan in her job at the Rep 
as the U.S. and Japan had exchanged theater companies.  
Zen Buddhism, according to O'Connor, is mostly found in 
Japan, China, Korea, Tibet, and Vietnam.  Reverend O'Con-
nor stated there was not any one moment when she knew 
her life should take this direction nor was there an external 
force letting her know this.  Her interest simply emerged 
over time.  It was what she was most interested in.  It 
emerged as the next thing to do in life, something to which 
she wanted to give all of her attention. 

When asked the definition of Buddhism, she stated 
"Buddhist teachings seek to alleviate suffering by helping 
people realize the truth of their lives - that everything is 
impermanent and interdependent."  She went to explain that 
cause and effect governs everything and that means the self 
is constantly changing.  She feels people especially need to 
give up "clinging" and "craving" because they are not in 
charge.  O'Connor found it hard to respond to some inquir-
ies such as what she is most proud of.  She does not think in 
those terms, she stated.  She thought for a long time before 
mentioning her 2 sons, 4 grandchildren, and 3 great-
grandchildren. 

Ordination is a 5 to 10 year process during which a novice 
assists the teacher, officiates at ceremonies, and spend 
months at monasteries and retreats.   She likens it to an ap-
prenticeship system, culminating in the receiving of the 
dharma transmission.  (She received hers in 1999.)  She 
revealed one receives it only when one doesn't need it.  She 
belongs to the Japanese Soto Sect.  Historically, there have 
been many women priests in the sect. 

Reverend O'Connor generally spends Mondays and Tues-
days visiting Wisconsin Prison inmates who have desig-
nated Buddhism as their religion.  She has acted as a volun-
teer spiritual leader for the last 6 1/2 years.  She presently 
serves on the Religious Practices Advisory Committee to 

the Department of Cor-
rections, which is in the 
process of putting to-
gether a manual of reli-
gious practices. 

The home at 2825 N. 
Stowell Avenue was 
purchased in 1986 for the 
center.  The Zen group 
met a temporary loca-
tions before 1986.  There 
are approximately 30 
members.  The center is 
open for sitting and dis-
cussion Wednesdays 
through Fridays in the 
early morning and eve-
ning, as well as Saturday 
mornings. 

Tonen O'Connor has enjoyed living in Murray Hill for 2 1/2 
years.  She enjoys the flower gardens and trees, the quiet, 
and the neighbors who help one another.  In her walks, she 
often heads east to Lake Park.  Reverend O'Connor loves to 
cook (mostly vegetarian) so she rarely eats out but will occa-
sionally do so at the Thai Kitchen.  "Almost everything but 
especially gardening, reading, swimming, and traveling are 
her joys, she stated. 

This column introduces a Murray Hill resident to readers.  If 
you have a person to recommend for "Introducing" please 
notify Pat Nelson.  

������������������4����� C2�����������������������4����� C2�����������������������4����� C2�����������������������4����� C2������ ���
!������
�	���  



�A55�D���>>��=�!=51��������>�2�4� 
�A55�D���>>��=�!=51��������>�2�4� 
�A55�D���>>��=�!=51��������>�2�4� 
�A55�D���>>��=�!=51��������>�2�4� 
 ����
 

 (��1�4�=�4��=�4 �; �
B2	�6��������	������	������� ����
�
��'����*����
����� ��!�"�#$$%%����	&��'����(���%� $$�
�


���*��� EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE �

2��6���*� EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE �

�������*� EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE �

4�	�6
���*� EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE �

=,���	*� EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE �

�������
�6�9���*�
�
1�����������1�������*� F�����
����:����	�� F$�����
7���	�� F������
!�������� F%�����
�������
�6����������
 4���"���������	�� �

���������		�
���
���
������������������������

=���������������=���������������=���������������=���������������� ���
!��;��<������2�6�		�

Last month a friend asked my wife and me to attend a poetry 
reading he was giving at Linneman’s Riverwest Inn at Lo-
cust and Weil Streets.   In spite of my reticence about listen-
ing to poetry, something for which I have never had great 
affinity, and at a bare-bones bar in Riverwest, the desire to 
support our friend, Mike Copeland, overrode those initial 
feelings.   

What a pleasant surprise to listen to a vast mixture of free-
verse poetry given by our friend, whose poetry we had not 
heard before, and the half-dozen other poets who took advan-
tage of the open-mike time before Mike’s featured time slot, 
in this neighborhood  tavern.   

We heard poetry on the changes of the seasons, lost and 
found love, social repression, and the coming-of-age tale of a 
life from a  poor New Jersey neighborhood to the author’s 
fight for acceptance and subsequent graduation from Har-
vard.   

Mike’s own works included  his “Dirty Bomb” as a caution-
ary work reminding us that the administration’s suppression 
of words and the thought behind them, used by those who 
question the current policies of the United States are far more 
dangerous than the real and perceived acts of  terrorists.  An-
other  piece was his frenetic description of his feelings, by 
what they were NOT like, reminded all in attendance of the 
discomfort and joy in recognizing that they are in love. 

This is a weekly event on Monday nights from 7:00 to 10:00, 
so go and be surprised, or better yet, share your poems. 

County, and State, and you the residents.  This is only 
the beginning of things to come since the University and 
the City of Milwaukee have had a changing of the 
guards.  Now more than ever residents need to be vigi-
lant and active to safeguard their blocks and to let their 
views be known. 

During the last six years, as President of MHNA, I have 
met many new people and made new friends, learning a 
great deal about our neighborhood, institutions, and my-
self. 

To all of you who have been part of the journey, I thank 
you very much.  As of the end of June, 2005 I need to 
step aside and to let others take over.  Our current Vice-
President, Shirley Conlon, will then become MHNA’s 
Acting-President until elections in October, 2005 and 
will not be seeking re-election.  Now is the time for you 
to come forward and to enjoy the benefits of community 
service. 

Yours truly,  Kay Baldwin    

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation serves a 58 
block area from Hart-
ford Ave. to Bradford 
Ave., and Oakland 
Ave. to Downer Ave.  
Membership is open to 
all residents, property 
owners, and busi-
nesses.   

General membership 
meetings are held the 
fourth Tuesday  of the 
month from 7:00 to 
8:30 PM at Urban 
Ecology Center, 1500 
E. Park Place.   

To find out more about 
us or to share with us 
your interests and con-
cerns, attend one of 
our meetings, or con-
tact:  Shirley Conlon at 
332-9869 or Kay Bald-
win at 332-8979 


